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INTRODUCTION

Statement Of Faith

» We teach that the Bible is the Word of God, supernaturally inspired, is
inerrant in the original manuscripts and preserved by God, and is a
divinely authoritative standard for every age and every life. (I Cor. 2:7-
14; Il Peter 1:20-21; Il Timothy 3:16)

» We teach that the Godhead exists eternally in three persons--Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit and that these Three are one God. (Matthew 28:19;
John 14:16-26; 16:7-15)

» We teach that God is the absolute and sole creator of the universe, and
that creation was by divine decree, not through evolutionary process.
(Genesis 1:1-2:25)

» We teach that Jesus Christ in the flesh was both God and man; that He
was born of a virgin and lived a sinless life, in which He taught and
wrought mighty works, wonders, and signs exactly as revealed in the
four Gospels; that He was crucified, died as a penalty for our sins, and
was bodily raised from the dead on the third day. Later He ascended to
the Father's right hand where He is head of the church and intercedes
for believers, and from whence He is coming again personally, bodily,
and visibly to this earth. (Philippians 2:5-8; Luke 1:26-35; Hebrews 4:14-
15; | Peter 2:21-24; | Corinthians 15:3-5; Acts 1:9-11; Ephesians 1:18-
23; 5:23; Romans 8:31-34; | John 2:1-2; | Thessalonians 4:15-16

» We teach that in His death, by His shed blood, the Lord Jesus Christ
made a perfect atonement for sin. Men are saved, justified, and
sanctified on the simple and single ground of the shed blood. Those
who trust by faith (alone) in the blood of Christ are saved and will enjoy
God's gift of heaven forever. Those who fail to exercise such saving faith
are condemned to spend eternity separated from God in hell forever.
(Hebrews 9:11-14, 10:10-13; | Peter 3:18; Galatians 3:13-14; | Cor. 6:9-
11; Romans 8:31-34)

» We teach that such salvation with its forgiveness of sins, its imparting of
a new nature, and its hope of eternal life is the pure grace of God apart
from any good works, sacraments, religious deeds or other tokens of
human merit which can not commend us to God. (I John 1:8-10, 3:9; I
Cor. 5:17; | Cor. 15:1-58; Ephesians 2:8-9)

» We teach that it is the goal of every Christian to grow in spiritual
maturity through obedience to the Word of God and the indwelling
Spirit. (Ephesians 4:11-16, 5:15-21; | Cor. 14:20; Colossians 1:9-12,28;
3:12-17)



Vision Statement
To equip young people to become lifelong followers of Jesus Christ who
impact others for the glory of God

Mission Statement
CCA exists to provide students an exemplary Christ-centered education,
preparing them to pursue higher education, while promoting service to
others in the name of Christ.

Cornerstone’s Acts 1:8 Project
Acts1:8reads,” But you will receive power w
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
t he ends OFfttingtwhhehe wial patt &f ouf mission statement,
“or omoting service to wdhiveidesifiedtie t he
following projects:
» “Jerusalem Projects” - Every Cornerstone student will be involved in
ministering to the local community on a quarterly basis.
» “Judea/Samaria Projects” — Upper School students (grades 6-12) have
projects which will take them outside the immediate community of
Bloomington/Normal.
» “Ends of the Earth Projects” — These involve the entire student body.
Currently, CCA students support thirteen South African students from
Eagle’s Nest Christian School in Polokwane. An offering for these students
is taken at every combined Chapel service. In addition, High School
students will have the opportunity to travel to the “ends of the earth” to
serve in the name of Christ.

Objectives

We will seek to lead students to commit their lives to Jesus Christ and see the
importance and implications of His Lordship for whole and effective Christian
living.

In all that we do and learn, we will challenge ourselves and our students
toward educational excellence, a deepening Christian faith and a commitment

to service.

We will work to accomplish these efforts in an atmosphere of academic
excellence, believing that God would expect no less from us as His servants.

Motto: “Impacting Culture for the Glory of God”



PHILOSOPHY OF EARLY EDUCATION

What is the purpose of early education?

Education of the young child begins the journey of discovering who
God has created them to be. Foundational truths are set in place to
teach, to train, and to instill a love of learning while developing a
desire to glorify God.

What is a CCA teacher?

Teachers at Cornerstone Christian Academy are born again believers
called by God; sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading to facilitate
learning. Preschool staff are certified by ACSI (Association Christian
Schools International) in Early Education principles and practices.
Teachers provide a loving, caring atmosphere offering a variety of
experiences. They facilitate growth that aids in development of the
whole child which includes partnering with parents, setting
reasonable limits and promoting positive school experiences.

What is the role of the student?

We believe each child is created uniquely by God with a specific
purpose and plan for their life. Discovering God’s plan requires a
teachable spirit, a willingness to try and submission to authority.

What role do parents play?

God has granted parents the privilege & responsibility to educate &
discipline their children. Parents are encouraged to be involved in
their child’s education by actively participating in special events and
by reinforcing at home the learning concepts introduced at school.

What do we teach?

Christian education is biblical truth applied to all areas of life. Luke
2:52 states that “Jesus grew in wisdom, stature and in favor with God
and man.” Therefore, teaching encompasses spiritual, physical,
social, emotional and intellectual development. Daily activities are
comprised of biblical truths, language and math concepts, pre-writing
experiences, large muscle development, social interactions, art and
music expressions and introduction to computers. Our goal is to teach
the children to follow Mark 12:30 which says, “Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your mind and with all your soul
and with all your strength,” by pursuing excellence in every area.



What methods do we use to teach?

The education of the young child includes: active learning, role
playing, varied sensory experiences and hands on activities.

This is accomplished through large group, small group and one-on-
one situations which allow for different learning needs.

What role does the environment play?

We strive to create a God-centered atmosphere by providing an
environment in which children can grow and learn. Child friendly
classrooms are set up with small areas for dramatic play, creative art,
table activities, a reading area, a small slide for climbing, circle time
and a place each child can call their own (their cubbies). Centers are
designed to set the stage for building social relationships in a
stimulating and age appropriate setting. Stable routines help children
feel safe, secure, and loved which encourages growth.

STUDENT OUTCOMES

Spiritual

Understand that God loves us
» Know that Jesus is God’s Son
» Know that Jesus desires a personal relationship with each

person

» Know that Jesus loves them

Understand that the Bible is a special book
» Know that the Bible is God’s Word
» Know that the Bible is always true and always right
» Know that the Bible teaches us how to live

Understand that Prayer is communicating to God
» Know that God desires us to talk to him through prayer
» Know that God desires us to talk to him about everything
» Know that God hears and answers prayers

Understand that God is
» Omnipresent — present everywhere at all times
» Omnipotent — all powerful
» Omnificient — he makes things different
» Omniscient — he knows everything
» Creator

Understand that God
» Made us special



Has a plan and a purpose for each of us
Expects us to do our best
Wants us to tell others about Him
Desires us to praise and worship Him
Begin to desire
» To praise and worship God through music and actions
Understand about salvation
» Know that everyone sins
» Know that only God through Jesus can take away our sins
» Know that they can go to heaven if they believe and trust
in Jesus
» Know that when you sin bad things happen
» Know that when you obey God good things happen

YV VYV

Social/Emotional
Value relationships
» Understand the importance of obeying teachers, parents
and those in authority
Enjoy friendships with teachers and other students
» Make friends with all children with no concern for gender,
race, or age or ability
Beginning to learn to share
» Shares toys or other items with friends
» Learning to take turns
» Know that God wants us to share
Beginning to show compassion and concern
» Demonstrates concern and caring for their friends or
teachers
»  Prays for those who are hurt, sick or gone from school
Beginning to learn how to resolve conflict

» Learning to communicate about their feelings

» Learning to forgive and how to receive forgiveness
» Learning to demonstrate self-control

» Learning how to act appropriately when angry

Developing confidence

» Gaining confidence in new skills

» Learning to participate in large groups

» Mastering new skills with encouragement

» Learning to communicate effectively using their words

Intellectual



General:
> Eagerly engages in exploring, creating, experimenting,
observing problem solving, investigating and questioning
» Initiate investigation as a result of carefully observing their
situation
Creative Expression
» Encouraged to express creativity through various age
appropriate materials
» Encouraged to use various mediums as they participate in
expressing themselves through art
» Encouraged to participate in dramatic play
Numeracy:
» Understand math vocabulary and concepts
> Able to participate in various math related activities —
counting, sorting, patterning and comparing
» Beginning to understand that numbers represent the
number of objects
» Able to use manipulatives to develop math concepts
Language and Literacy
» Understand the importance and use of language in the
environment

> Able to participate in expressive language activities

» Have a desire to look at books and discover the message
the book holds

» Development of prewriting skills moving to writing skills —
writing name and some alphabet letters

» Understand that letters make words

> Initiate activities that involve writing

» Developing an awareness of the different letter sounds

» Developing an awareness of rhyming sounds in words

Physical

Large Motor
Actively become involved in large motor activities
Enjoy rhythm and movement
Explore equipment that encourages large motor activity
Interest growing in participation of games and activities
involving physical activity
Fine Motor
» Growing interest in writing activities

YV VYV



9 Enjoys participating in activities using different mediums
encouraging fine motor development

1 Enjoys activities that encourage fine motor development
using small objects

» Good Health

9 Introduction to food groups

9 Introduction to healthy eating habits

9 Introduction to activities that help us take care of our
bodies

Families
Parents
» Understand their God given role to educate their children
» Understand the significance of participation in their child’s
learning process
» Understand the need to partner with their child’s school

GENERAL INFORMATION

Office Hours

The Academy office phone number is 662-9900, and the fax number is 662-
9904. The office is open from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM Monday through Friday.
Any parent or other visitors to CCA are required to obtain a visitors badge
from the school office.

School Hours
Half Day classes

3-year-old 2-day meets on Tuesday and Friday from 8:30AM — 11:00
AM
4-year-old 3-day meets Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8:30 AM —
11:00 AM
5-year-old 5-day meets Monday through Friday from 12:30 PM —
3:00 PM

Full Day classes
4s/5s 2 full day meets Tuesday and Friday from 8:30 AM until 3:00

PM
4s/5s 3 full day meets Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8:30
AM until 3:00 PM
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4s/5s 5 full day meets Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM until
3:00 PM

Accident Policy

All accidents that occur during the school day or on any school-sponsored
trip should be reported to the office immediately. Students who require
emergency medical attention will be taken to the hospital and the parents
will be notified by phone.

Admissions

A child will be admitted on a first come first served basis. All students must
be 3 by December 1% in order to be accepted into the program. However,
children will be allowed to begin school on their 3" birthday, if they have a
fall birthday. They must be completely potty trained and they will not be
allowed to wear disposable pull ups. Once classes are filled, a waiting list will
be established. To place a child on the waiting list, all paperwork must be
filled out and a registration fee of $75 collected. Paperwork will remain on
file until an opening becomes available. When an opening becomes available
parents will be notified on a first-come, first-served basis. A parent has 48
hours to notify the school of their decision, before the next person on the
waiting list is notified.

Classes will be limited to no more than 18 students for the large classroom
and 15 students for the smaller classroom.

Before & After School Care

CCA offers before and after school care for those parents of preschool
students who must drop their child off before the beginning of the school
day. Before School Care is only available for students who attend preschool
all day or morning classes. After School Care is offered for students who
attend all day or attend afternoon classes and parents are unable to pick up
their children until after school hours. This care is billed monthly to those
families who use it.

Beginning at 7:15 AM, children may be brought into the school for Before
School Care, (preschool students only meet in the large preschool
classroom). Parents must sign in, recording the time of arrival and their
signature. After School Care will be held in the preschool area until 3:15 PM,
at which time they will be escorted by a preschool staff member

to join the elementary school After School Care program.
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Before School Care begins at 7:15 AM and continues until 8:20 AM. After
School Care hours are from 3:15 PM until 5:30 PM. The parent must sign the
child out, recording the time of departure. Billable in fifteen (15) minute
increments, the cost for care is $8.00/hour for 1 child, $10.00/hour for 2 or
more children. There is a $1.00 per minute fee for every minute past 5:30
PM.

Birthdays

Your student will be assigned a snack day closest to his birthday. If your
student has a summer birthday, then we will celebrate a “half birthday”
during one of their snack days. We discourage birthday party invitations
being brought to class unless there is an invitation for every student.

In honor of your child’s birthday, please consider purchasing a book for the
preschool library. We will add a nameplate with your child’s name to the
inside cover. This is a great way to help us build up our library and to
celebrate your child’s birthday.

Cancellation of School

Should school need to be cancelled because of snow or other inclement
weather conditions, an announcement will be aired over WIBC 1230 AM. If
Unit 5 or Tri-Valley schools are cancelled due to weather, CCA will also
cancel. We will make every attempt to get any such announcements on the
air by 6:30 AM. Please do not call the school or teachers at home.

Communication

Information will be communicated weekly through the school newsheet —
CCA2Day. This is posted each Friday on the school’s website under
“Articles.” Teachers will also communicate through a monthly newsletter.
Information about special events and fieldtrips will be included on the
newsletters. The Director may send out important information via email.
Please check your email regularly.

Confidentiality
All matters involving students will be kept confidential.

Curriculum

In order to begin laying essential building blocks of the Christian faith, all
preschool classes will use A Biblical Foundation for Early Childhood Education
as the basis for curriculum. In addition, we will use a wide variety of age-
appropriate activities, such as academic readiness projects, social
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interaction, art media, crafts, games, and music in order to accomplish our
objectives. These activities are grouped under topics such as circus, senses,
space, food groups, transportation, community helpers, etc. Parents are
encouraged to make an appointment and preview our curriculum.

Discharge

The Academy holds the right to discharge any student who does not meet or
fails to meet the standards and policies of the Academy. Before a student is
discharged, the Teacher and Administrator will be in conference with the
student’s parents. All attempts will be made to assist parents in securing any
needed special services.

Discipline

We spend time “Teaching and Training”. Teaching is clearly describing what
God expects and what the teacher expects. Training is the action or follow
through when the boundaries or guidelines are tested. Students may be
removed from the current situation in order to assist them in choosing a
different behavior. While the student is on the premises, the teacher will
handle any disciplinary problems in a loving but firm manner. Discipline will
be related to the student’s act and handled without bias or prolonged delay.
We seek to assure that the student is aware of the relationship between acts
and consequences. The Teacher and Director will set up classroom guidelines
necessary for the protection of the group and the individual. The teacher
will contact the parents for a conference if their student continues willful
disobedience.

Drills
Tornado and fire drills are practiced routinely. Routes are posted in the
classrooms.

Fieldtrips

Our 4s and 5s classes take fieldtrips during the year. Watch for specific
announcements to be placed in the student’s book bag. Fieldtrips will also
be noted in the monthly newsletter. Permission slips will be handed out for
each student for each fieldtrip. A permission slip must be signed and
returned in order for the student to attend the fieldtrip. Parents are
encouraged to attend. While our 3s classes do not take fieldtrips, teachers
plan great learning experiences without leaving the campus.

Health Record and Immunizations
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A health record or physical form (within the last year) and your child’s
current immunization records must be on file on the first day of school.

Holidays
Please note we do not celebrate Halloween. Please do not send in anything
that is Halloween related.

lliness

If your student has a sore throat, fevers, or other noticeable symptoms of an
iliness, please keep him/her home, both for the sake of your student and for
that of other students. If your student has recovered sufficiently from an
iliness and has been without fever for 24 hours, he/she may return to school.

License- Exempt

Cornerstone Christian Academy Preschool is exempt from lllinois State
licensing due to its association with a private, elementary school, however,
we are committed to on-going self-monitoring for compliance.

Loading and Unloading

Morning classes and full day classes will begin the unloading process at 8:20
AM and continue until 8:30 AM. A preschool staff member will escort
students into the building/classroom. If a teacher is not there to open your
car door then check the time. If you are early please wait for the teacher to
come or if you are late bring the student into the building. Students arriving
after the stated time(s) will need to be brought into the school by their
parents.

Preschool students with older siblings may be unloaded with the older
children; they will be met by a preschool staff member and then escorted to
the preschool area.

Afternoon classes will be unloaded from 12:20 PM until 12:30 PM.

Parents will be provided with a sign for their car window that identifies the
child that will be picked up. Additional signs can be provided for daycare
providers, grandparents, or others who will be picking up students.
Preschool staff members will bring your children to the front of the building.
Please place pick up card where it can be read easily by a preschool staff
member. The children will be walked out to their car by a staff member and
then we are asking that you get out and fasten your children into their car
seat.

14



Loading morning students begins at 11:00 AM and continues until 11:15 AM.
Students must be picked up within 15 minutes of their dismissal time.
Parents of students who do not pick up on time need to park their cars and
pick their student up in the Preschool office. They will be charged a $10.00
late pick-up fee.

Loading afternoon students begins at 3:00 PM and continues until 3:30 PM.
If students are carpooling with elementary or upper school students they will
be dismissed with the older students. Students not picked up by 3:30 will be
signed into the After School Care program, and parents will need to come
into the building and sign out their student.

Medication

Students may not use any medications while at school (including over-the-
counter) unless the appropriate form is on file in the school office. CCA
accepts the Unit 5 medical form available in the offices of the physicians in
McLean County. As well, medical permission forms are available on the
Academy’s website (www.cornerstonechristian.com). The administering of
all medications is done in the school office under supervision. All
prescription and non-prescription medications brought to the school by the
parent must be in the original containers labeled by the pharmacist or
physician. All such medications must be held in the school office, and cannot
be in the student’s possession.

Mission Project

As part of Cornerstone’s “Acts 1:8 Project,” the preschool supports a student
in South Africa. We pray for the student on a regular basis and communicate
with them throughout the school year. This is a tremendous privilege to
partner with the school to help meet student’s needs physically, emotionally,
academically and spiritually. God has used this opportunity to develop a
heart of compassion in the staff, students and families alike. The monthly
cost to support this student is $38 per month.

God uses the nickels, dimes, and quarters of these little preschoolers to feed
the hungry. Giving in this way really encourages us to think about others as
more important than ourselves. Financial involvement in this program is

optional.

Non-Discriminatory Policy
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Cornerstone Christian Academy does not discriminate against students of
any gender, race, color, nationality, or ethnic origin in its admission of
educational policies or its scholarship, athletic, or other school-administered
programs.

Organization

Cornerstone Christian Academy is under the guidance of an independent
school board made up of individuals from different area evangelical
churches. Staff members represent 17 different churches and student
families represent 56 different churches.

Parental Involvement

Occasionally, we request volunteers from our parents to help. Examples are:
Set up and take down of tables and chairs, classroom parties, field trip
drivers, cookie bakers, special projects and royal readers. The Director may
also need occasional office help. Please let us know if you are interested in
helping in any way.

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Evaluation of the students will begin in September. Conferences are
scheduled for the 4 and 5 year olds in November. Conferences for the 3s
class will be held in March. Optional follow-up conferences for 4 and 5 year
old students will be held at this time as well.

Personal Belongings

All coats, sweaters, boots, hats, etc. should be permanently marked with
your student’s name. Students should bring toys or other objects only on
“Show and Share” days. The Academy cannot be responsible for any loss of
these items. If items are lost, please check with the teacher of your
student’s class. Money sent to school with your student should be sealed in
an envelope with your student’s name, teacher’s name and its purpose
written on the envelope.

Prayer Circle

Parents have the privilege of meeting each Wednesday from 8:30-9:00 AM
for “Prayer Circle,” to pray for the students and staff. Parents must sign in at
the school office when they arrive.

School Bags

Your student will need to bring a backpack or book bag to school to help
carry home his/her notes, art projects, crafts, etc. We are offering
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Cornerstone book bags for $15.00. Your child’s name can be embroidered on
it at no additional charge.

Security

The building is locked during school hours. Admittance into the building
requires the school office to unlock the door. Please press the button to
notify the office of your presence. Once inside, please report to the office
for a visitor’s badge.

Snack Information

Parents will be asked to provide a snack on a rotating basis. The student
who brings the snack is the leader for the day. Snack schedules are provided
with the snack assigned that they are to bring. Snacks must be sealed snacks
that are store bought, but not necessarily individually packaged (i.e. a gallon
of drink that is sealed and store bought.) (Drinks will be milk, 100% juice or
water) Spoons must be provided by the parent if needed for the snack. A
special snack may be brought on the child’s birthday. Please provide a
nutritious snack. The Academy will provide napkins and cups.

Tuition
Annual Registration Fee: $75.00 (Non-Refundable)

Half Day Full Day
Three-year-olds 2-day $1180 4/5 2-full day $2360
Four year olds 3-day $1770 4/5 3-full day $3540
Five year olds 5-day $2950 4/5 5-full day $5900

Tuition may be paid yearly (in advance), by two (2) semester payments, nine
(9) monthly payments, or by twelve (12) monthly payments. Both the 9 and
12-month plans begin in June, and have a $10/month/family service fee. The
semester plan is payable in August and January, and includes a
$25/payment/family service fee.

If payments are not received by the 10" of the month, a late fee of $ 40.00
will be automatically charged to the student’s account. If more than one
payment is delinquent and arrangements have not been made with the
Student Accounts office, the student may not be allowed to come to school
until the account has been made current.

Visitation Policy

Visitation requests should be made to the Preschool office in advance of the
visit. Visitors must report to the School office to obtain a visitor’s badge.
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Academy personnel will take parents to the classroom. Visits will not be
allowed during the first three weeks of school.

Wearing Apparel

We ask that you dress your student in play clothes. Your student will be
doing different activities with tempera paint, play-doh, etc. Students will
also be going outside to play whenever possible, so proper attire is helpful.
In winter, as boots cannot be worn in the classroom, please be sure to
include an extra pair of shoes to be worn at school. It would also be helpful
to keep a change of clothing in your student’s backpack in case of accidents.

Withdrawal

As per the tuition contract, enrollment cancelled after June 1, 2009 will
result in a penalty of one semester’s payment. In case of withdrawal or
dismissal during the academic year, tuition will be refunded on a prorated
basis after the tuition requirement is met.

FUNDRAISING POLICY

Cornerstone Christian Academy is committed to supporting the school and
its programs through voluntary gift donations. As such, any other
fundraising program that will either be promoted in the school or have CCA’s
name attached to it must be pre-authorized by the Administration, who has
the right to deny any such activity.

The following Fundraising Policy was adopted by the CCA Board of Trustees

in November of 1998:

A. Cornerstone Christian Academy is committed to seeking financial
partnerships through voluntary gifts from all segments of our
constituency.

1. The School Board and the Administration will be familiar
with and adept at strategies and techniques for seeking
voluntary gift partnerships — small and large, restricted and
unrestricted, operational and capital, current and deferred.

2. CCA will tie its reason-for-being to its reason-for-asking to
be supported by those who believe in its mission.

B. Cornerstone Christian Academy is committed to avoiding the sale of
products to finance the school.
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Fundraising by product sales diminishes the very idea of
mission.

Fundraising by product sales enables the school Board and
Administration to avoid asking anyone to give.

Fundraising by product sales relies on the public’s desire
for a tangible exchange of goods in return for money,
rather than the tangible benefits of good work to the glory
of God.
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