
But something so very spe-
cial happened at the end of 

that month . . . 
 
Given the difficult eco-
nomic times, we found 
ourselves looking at the 
checkbook wondering 
just how we would 
make the payroll for 
some 58 employees on 
April 30th.  The spring 
and early summer is 
often a tight time fi-
nancially as the bulk of 
our tuition comes dur-
ing the months of Au-
gust and January, and 
this year was no excep-

tion.  How would we tell 
the staff that there would 
be no paycheck waiting for 
them in their mailbox that 
Thursday?  We refused to 
even contemplate that sce-
nario.   Becky Shamess and 
I decided to do what we 
had done so many times 
before ï we would meet 
together to pray and ask 
God to provide for us. 
 
On Tuesday, April 28th, we 
did just that.  Instead of 
praying together as usual 
at school, that morning we 
lds `s 692/ @L `s Adbjxôr

I   never want to forget  Au-  
gust 26, 1998.  It was the 

very first day of 
school for our ele-
mentary grades K-4.  
The students (all 37 
of them!) met in the 
small chapel at the 
Grace United Meth-
odist Church on Bell 
Street for a special 
message from Pastor 
Jeff VanGoethem of 
East White Oak Bible 
Church, our board 
president.  Armed 
with a pail of river 
rocks, Jeff spoke 
from Joshua 4.  In 
that passage, God miracu-
lously parted the Jordan River 
for the children of Israel to 
walk across into the Promised 
Land.  To testify to that mira-
cle, God told Joshua to have 
12 stonesðñrsnmdr ne qd,
ldlaq`mbdòð taken from 
the middle of the dried-up 
Jordan River bed and placed 
in a pile in their new camp.  
Joshua told the leaders of the 
people, ñHm sgd etstqd+ vgdm
xntq bghkcqdm `rj xnt+ óVg`s
cn sgdrd rsnmdr ld`m>ô sdkk
sgdlèò 
 
After that message, Jeff took 

all the kids outside to the 
newly placed Cornerstone 

sign, and at the foot of the 
sign, each student placed a 
river rock.  In the future, 
when others would ask, 
ñVg`s cn sgdrd rsnmdr
ld`m>òwe could tell them 
about the faithfulness and 
provision of God to a small 
school named Corner-
stone. 
 
Fast-forward to April, 
2009.  In the years that 
have transpired since Au-
gust of 1998, we have seen 
God perform more mira-
cles than you have time to 
read about in these pages.  
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òWhat Do These Stones Mean?ó - continued from front 
home and sat at the kitchen 
table with our Bibles open.  
God had brought me to Psalm 
85, specifically verse 9:  
 
 ñRtqdkx Ghr r`ku`shnm hr md`q
those who fear Him, that His 
fknqx l`x cvdkk hm ntq k`mc-ò 
 

We began to pray, and for 
the next 3 hours, poured 
out our hearts to Him.  It is 
our greatest desire that 
Fnc ad fknqhehdc hm ñntq
k`mcòï Cornerstone.  
Later when we left for 
school, we had no idea 
just how God intended to 
glorify Himself by answer-
ing our prayer. 
 
The next morning was a 
busy one.  I was packing 
up with 34 5th graders for 

our annual trip to Camp Tim-
ber-lee for outdoor education 
classes.  It was about 7:35, and 
the 5th graders were finishing 
loading sleeping bags, tote 
bags and a wide variety of 
snacks into the cars.  The rest 
of the Cornerstone staff were 
in the back hallway for morn-
ing prayer.  I thought I would 
have enough time to check my 
mail before leaving with the 5th 
graders, so into the staff room 
I went.  I pulled out several 
letters, and proceeded to open 
the first one. 
 
Inside was a check for 
$100,000.00. 
 
The note from the donor indi-
cated that the money was to 
be used wherever it was 

needed the most.  I began to 
thank God out loud, even 
though no one else was there to 
hear me (but Him!)  I ran back 
to the back hallway and inter-
rupted the staff who were 
down on their knees in prayer.  
ñRnldnmd itrs rdms tr
#0//+///-// ò H snkc sgdl+ `mc
they began to thank God, too.  
Payroll for April 30th would be 
no problem. 
 
As Becky and I thought about 
this incredible gift, we were 
both struck by the timing of it.  
You see, our mail is picked up 
every morning by 7:00 AM, 
even though all the first-class 
l`hk hrmôs ok`bdc hm ntq onrs ne,
fice box until 9:00 AM.  We 
realized that at the very mo-
ment we were praying in 
Adbjxôr jhsbgdm nm Stdrc`x
lnqmhmf+ sgd cnmnqôr kdssdq v`r
being placed in our box to be 
received Wednesday morning.  
We were praying, and God was 
`kqd`cx `mrvdqhmf- Hrmôs sg`s
just like Him? 
 
Which brings me back to that 
pile of stones placed at the base 
of our sign back in 1998.   
 
Those stones stayed there for 
four years, until a well-meaning 
lawn care professional removed 
them, not knowing their signifi-
cance to us.  The school moved 
to a new campus, and soon the 
events of the very first day were 
in danger of becoming a dim 
memory.  That is, until Mr. 
Aqnvmôr Ahakd bk`rr qdok`bdc
them in front of our new sign in 
2005.   Today, amidst the 
plantings of new trees, our 

ñrsnmdr ne qdldl,
aq`mbdò rshkk rs`mc `r `
memorial to the great-
ness of our God.  We 
must never forget Who 
brought us to this new 
land, and Who continues 
to supply all we need.  
We must never forget 
that the true work of 
Cornerstone Christian 
Academy is to bring 
honor and glory to our 
Lord who does all things 
well. 
 
As we look forward to 
another academic year, 
hsôr d`rx sn enqfds Fncôr
multiple blessings.  He 
has grown us up from a 
school of 45 preschool-
ers to 450 students on 
two campuses.  He has 
brought us from three 
locations to be under one 
roof.  He has expanded 
our territory and shown 
Himself to be faithful 
time after time.  How 
could we ever forget? 
 
But the Israelites forgot.  
Even though their stones 
stood, the book of 
Judges tells us that the 
generation that followed 
would not know the God 
of the miraculous. 
 
May those of us at Cor-
nerstone never forget.  
May we remember often, 
and take note of the 
stones so when our chil-
cqdm `rj+ ñWhat do these 
stones mean+ò vdôkk jmnv
what to say.   

 

òToday, amidst the 

plantings of new trees, 

our òstones of 

remembranceó still 

stand as a memorial 

to the greatness of 

our God.ó 
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T g`sôr ` ptdrshnm vdôud addm `rjdc rdudq`k shldr Sgd cnnqr ohbstqdc adknv b`m ad
rddm nm sgd vdrs rhcd ne ntq mdv `cchshnm- Odqg`or xntôud vnmcdqdc `r vdkkð

òVg`sôr to vhsg sgd cnnqr>ò Vd g`ud sgd `mrvdq  
 
Originally, the new doors were to be installed after all the construction materials had been 
brought into the addition.  However, since we have decided to finish the interior in stages 
hmrsd`c ne `kk `s nmbd+ vdôqd snkc sg`s sgd fk`rr cnnqr vhkk ad hmrs`kkdc vhsghm sgd lnmsg- 
 

This leads to another question:  òWhatõs Happening With the Building?ó 
 
Our contractors, the Aspen Group, have been so wonderful to work with!  So, earlier this 
spring they suggested that we begin to build out classrooms in the new addition as the 
funds became available.  This sounded like a wonderful plan to us!  Work began the 2nd 
week in June on two new classrooms which will be finished by August.   

A t Cornerstone, there are many opportunities to 
give back to God as He has blessed us: 

The Annual Fund bridges the gap between tuition 
and the cost of a Cornerstone Christian Academy 
education.  These monies are used for general operat-
hmf dwodmrdr+ `mc `qd dwodmcdc `mmt`kkx- Sghr xd`qôr
fund will top $160,000.00. 

The Student Assistance Fund meets the financial 
need of over 100 students each year who otherwise 
could not afford a private school education.  Over the 
past 10 years, Cornerstone has helped to provide 
financial aid to over 700 students.  Giving to this fund 
will exceed $225,000 this year. 

Thank you to all our parents, grandparents, and 
friends of the school who continue to honor God and 
bless CCA by your sacrificial giving!   

W e thank each and every one 
of our donors for their on-

fnhmf rtoonqs ne Bnqmdqrsnmdôr lhr,
sion, to ñoqnuhcd rstcdmsr vhsg `m
exemplary Christ-centered educa-
tion, preparing them to pursue 
higher education; while promoting 
service to others in the name of 
Bgqhrs-ò  Recognizing our integrity 
and commitment to financially 
sound principles, a key donor has 
given a large gift for our City Cam-
pus work for the coming yearðwith 
one stipulationðthat gift must be 
matched with new funds.  Imagine 
how you could maximize your giving 
onsdmsh`k vhsg ` k`qfdq fhes Hsôr `
wonderful opportunity for you to 
ócntakdô xntq fhuhmf- He xnt vntkc
like to participate in this match, 
okd`rd hmchb`sd óBhsx B`lotrô nm
your check. 
 

Trees! 

I  e xnt g`udmôs addm ax sgd
rbgnnk sghr roqhmf+ xntôqd

in for a surprise!  Beginning in 
early April, trees began to 
appear all over our property.    
Twelve oak trees now line our 
driveway and over 30 blue 
spruces wind their way along 
the road.  Norway spruces, 
Frontier elms, and Red Sun-
set maples can be found as 
well.   

Well over 100 trees have been planted so far by a generous donor.  After each planting, the rains came for which we were very thankful.  
Oq`x sg`s Fnc vntkc bnmshmtd sn fqnv `kk ntq sqddr- Sgdqdôr lnqd sn bnld+ rn jddo xntq dxdr nodm  

Cornerstoneõs  
City Campus 

òWhatõs Up With the Doors?ó 

Cornerstone Christian Academy does not discrimi-
nate against students of any gender, race, color, 
nationality, or ethnic origin in its admission of 

educational policies or its scholarship, athletic or 
other school-administered programs. 

 

Giving to CCA 


