
and that the building can be occupied  
soon, so that no student has to be 
turned away for lack of space. 
 
When finished, this new addition will 
initially house grades 5-12, and allow 
us to renovate current space for a 
larger library, band room, choral 
music room, an additional computer 
lab, and an expanded art room.  Lock-
ers in the new addition will be room-
ier, and parking for the entire building 
will be expanded. 
 
Vdôkk ad rtqd sn kds xnt jmnv vgdm
God answers our prayers; the blocks 
are ordered and the walls go up, even 
as the prophet Micah told:  
 
ñThe day for building your walls  

will come, the day for extending your 
boundaries.ó 

Micah 7:11 

 

 

Vdôqd oq`xhmf enq ` ñaknbj
o`qsx ò Mn+ mns sgd trt`k jhmc+
with barbeques and games for 
sgd jhcr+ vdôqd oq`xhmf enq Fnc
to send an abundance of block 
for our new building (13,730 to 
be exact!) 
 
Even as  this newsletter is 
being prepared, the underslab 
work is being finished.  We 
expect cement to be flowing 
within the next week or so, 
`mc vdôqd snkc sg`s sgd rk`a
will be completed by month-
end.  The building will look like 
a large canopy until the walls 
go up.   
 

over next winter should we not have 
the funds to complete the interior 
finish before that time. 
 

We are thanking God for the over $1.1 
lhkkhnm `kqd`cx fhudm enq ntq ñGd`q
Eqnl Gd`udmò b`lo`hfm+ `mc sgd
$500,000 additional that has been 
pledged.  The total cost for this con-
struction is $3.3 millionðvdôqd
halfway there!  Pray with us that 
l`mx lnqd cnmnqr vhkk ñgd`q eqnl
gd`udmò `mc v`ms sn ad ` o`qs ne
changing lives here at Cornerstone.  
Oq`x sg`s bnmrsqtbshnm vnmôs g`ud sn
be interrupted due to lack of funds, 

Pq`xhmf enq ` ÝBknbj P`qsxÞ! 
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The masonry walls will match our current 
bnknq odqedbskx 'vdôud `kqd`cx rddm sgd
r`lokd (+ `mc `r rs`sdc+ vdôkk mddc 02+62/
of them to complete the outside of the 
structure.  At a cost of over $26,000, 
each block comes to about $2.  Would 
you join with us and pray  for God to 
provide the entire amount needed to 
order our block, as well as the additional 
$100,000 needed to put it up and install 
vhmcnvr `mc cnnqr> Vdôqd oq`xhmf sg`s
this can happen over the summer so our 
concrete will not have to sit unprotected 
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        behind the lens . . .  

after the first year at college...  
Dear Mrs. Shamess, Mrs. Kinzinger,  Teach-
ers, Donors, Parents, Family, and Friends, 
  
     I used to be a large part of the wonderful 
work God is doing at Cornerstone Christian 
Academy. My story began in 5th grade with 
Mrs. Sondgeroth as my teacher, and never 
before was I as rebellious and troublesome 
as that year with her. But through the years 
of biblical guidance and academic challenges 
at Cornerstone, I grew into the young Chris-
tian man I am today.  
     In 2007, my class was the first to gradu-
`sd BB@- Vd vdqd sgd ñfthmd` ohfrò+ sgd
ñdwodqhldms bghkcqdmò+ sgd ñsdrs rtaidbsrò he
you will, and we were leaving.  It was sad, 
exciting, and scary.  It was sad to leave a 
home and family at CCA, exciting to escape 
to college, and scary to face the new chal-
lenges that awaited us.  Many tears were 
shed, laughs were heard, and memories 
shared on graduation day. 
     Nine alumni set off to new adventures at 
all different Universities throughout our 
great nation.  I, myself, chose Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale. The older 
fdmdq`shnm qdldladqr RHTB `r sgd ñ087/ôr
nq 1//0 o`qsx rbgnnk-ò @ksgntfg hs g`r
calmed down significantly it still has its 

moments.  So why did I chose to such a 
ñvnqkckxò ok`bd> Hsôr rhlokd: Idrtr chcmôs itrs
come to help the healthy but the sick.  I have 
an amazing opportunity at SIUC to interact 
with people that truly need to hear the Word 
of God. 
     Cornerstone helped me prepare for college 
in more ways than academics.  There are so 
many temptations in college and the solid 
foundation that Cornerstone instilled in me 
helped me resist them all. As far as academ-
ics, my first year of college was a breeze. 
Writing papers was nothing compared to 
junior year English or the senior year research 
paper.  Math was a cinch compared to the 
math at CCA. History was dull and boring 
compared to the amazing teaching of Mr. 
Shamess. The education I received from Cor-
nerstone was worth every penny and I was 
extremely well prepared for college.  I even 
help tutor some of my friends.  
     I knew how important it was to establish a 
Christian community, so I became involved in 
the InterVarsity campus ministry chapter.  I 
am on the worship team and lead worship 
every Thursday.   I also am part of the ROTC 
Army program.  I am a contracted cadet which 
means I will serve 4 years active duty and 
then 4 years reserves in the United States 

Army, starting as a 2nd Lieutenant.  
     Hôl ` ahf adkhdudq hm sgd udqrd9 Oghkhooh`mr
39 02 ñH b`m cn `kk sghmfr sgqntfg Bgqhrs vgn
rsqdmfsgdmr ld+ò vghbg hr vgx+ mdws xd`q H
will add being a Resident Assistant to my 
kn`c- Bnqmdqrsnmdôr dwodbs`shnmr+ cheehbtks
curriculum, and homework load prepared  
me  to be a  successful student, worship 
leader, ROTC Cadet, boyfriend, have a 
Bgqhrsh`m rnbh`k khed+ `mc Hôl rtqd adhmf `m
RA will be no problem.  
     I know everyone expects great things 
from the class of 2007 because of all the 
investment and time spent on them. I write 
this to let you know that your investment 
has not gone to waste and to continue to 
pour into the lives of other students. Every 
student is a gift from God and has the po-
tential to do amazing things with his or her 
life. They just need to be set in the right 
direction. God truly has done a great work in 
my life through the teachers and experiences 
at Cornerstone. I no longer am the rebellious 
child from 5th grade but a proud, respect-
able graduate of the amazing institution, 
Cornerstone Christian Academy. 
 
Sincerely,   
 
Jerad Romine 

Christian Academy sign (a story in 

itself).  School officially began.  It 

was a momentous occasion, and I 

have looked at that picture often.  

Of those 36 original elementary 

students, some have graduated 

from CCA, and others will continue 

to follow them in the next few 

years. 

August 25, 1999.  One year later, I 

again was poised to take the 

ñ`mmt`k ohbstqdò nm sgd ehqrs c`x ne

school, this time, from the top of a 

ladder across the street, because 

the school had grown to 97 ele-

mentary students, and without a 

wide-angle lens it was challenging 

to fit them all in! 

The ritual was repeated in 2000 

and 2001 until CCA grew so large 

that we had to split and move into 

three different facilities.  So there 

would be no more photos until... 

August 30, 2004.  This was our 

first start-of-year in our new build-

August 26, 1998.  That 

was the first day I 

unloaded students in 

front of Cornerstone 

Christian Academy on 

Bell Street in Bloom-

ington.  It was an ex-

citing morning!  We 

had moved into the 

school building at-

tached to Grace 

ing.  Having moved in November 

of 2003, we had yet to have a 

first day picture taken here.  I was 

looking forward to taking it as it 

had been three years since we 

had all been together.  The stu-

dents in kindergarten through 

10th grade filed out of the build-

hmf+ `kk 23/ ne sgdl Vd chcmôs

have a ladder tall enough, so this 

time I was balanced on a cherry-

picker some 30 feet in the air 

with a new digital camera.  An-

other great picture.  It felt good to 

be together under one roof again! 

August 27, 2007.  Over the past 

svn xd`qr+ Hôud s`jdm ntq `mmt`k

picture in the parking lot and 

from the UTSA in the gym.  This 

day I would again take the stu-

dents outsideðthis time to the 

playground and have the picture 

taken from the roof, with yet 

another new camera and a wide-

angle lens! 

August 25, 2008.  Another 

 

 

Upcoming Dates  

 
Monday, Aug. 18 
1:00 PMðPreschool Orienta-
tion for all 1/2 day students 
 
Tuesday, Aug. 19 
11:00 AMðKindergarten 
Orientation 
1:00 PMðPreschool Orienta-
tion for all full day students 
 
Wednesday, Aug. 20 
8:10 AMðFirst Day of School 
for all high school students 
and orientation for both mid-
dle school and high school 
students 
 
Thursday, Aug. 21 
9:00 AM-1:00 PMðK-5 Visi-
tation Day 
 
Friday, Aug. 22 
9:00 AM-1:00 PMðK-5 Visi-
tation Day 
 
Monday, Aug. 25 
First Day of School for K-8 

ò The 

education I 

received from 

Cornerstone 

was worth 

every penny 

and I was 

extremely well 

prepared for 

college.ó 

April Kinzinger, Director of Development 
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United Methodist Church just a 

week and a half earlier.  It had 

taken a staff of six with nine vol-

unteers just 2 hours to make the 

move.  We occupied four rooms in 

the basement of that building.  

Newly carpeted and painted, we 

were anxious for the students to 

arrive.  And 65 preschoolers and 

36 kindergarten through 4th grad-

ers did just that.  At 8:45 AM, I 

stood on the sidewalk in front of 

the school and took a picture of 

our 36 elementary students posed 

by the beautiful Cornerstone 

Continued on pg. 3 
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behind the lens . . . continued  
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rbgnnk xd`q vhkk adfhm+ `mc vdôkk ad snfdsgdq nmbd `f`hm- H vhkk mn cntas s`jd `mnsgdq ohbstqd adb`trd Hôud kd`qmdc sg`s dudry picture tells a story.  

When I review each one, I see students who have moved away and others who have stayed with us for a season.  I see students who have come to 

know Jesus Christ here; some of whom I have prayed for and with.  I see students who have suffered through difficult times of personal loss and have 

persevered because of the prayers and love of the CCA family.  I see teachers and staff members who will never be the same because of this place.  I 

have seen faith grow and expand as we have trusted God to do the impossible time after time.  And while I delight in reviewing each yearly photo, I 

jmnv sg`s Fnc rddr ` cheedqdms nmd- Gd rddr sgd ñahf ohbstqd-ò Gd hr sgd nmkx Nmd vgn rddr sgd dmc eqnl sgd adfhmmhmf+ `mceach personal journey 

our students will take.  I look forward to learning what God will accomplish with those He has entrusted to us, even for a time.   

Meanwhile, whether from across the street, atop a cherry picker, or from the roof, the picture-taking will go on.  And as God continues to grow and 

akdrr ntq rbgnnk+ l`x sgd ñahffdq ohbstqdò `krn bnmshmtd sn s`jd rg`od enq Ghr fknqx  

we have been blessed with possessions 

and resources, but they will one day 

fade away.  How we manage every one 

of these things is important to God. 

At Cornerstone, there are many op-

portunities to ògive back to God what 

He already owns.ó   

The Annual Fund bridges the gap 

between tuition and the cost of a 

Cornerstone Christian Academy edu-

cation.  These monies are used for 

general operating expenses, and are 

expended annually.  This yearõs fund 

will top $160,000.00. 

The Student Assistance Fund meets 

the financial need of over 100 students 

each year who otherwise could not 

afford a private school education.  Over 

the past 10 years, Cornerstone has 

helped to provide financial aid to over 

700 students.  Giving to this fund will 

exceed $75,000.00 this year. 

The Scholarship for Teacher Excel-
lence Fund is designed to promote aca-

demic excellence by allowing teachers to 

attend workshops and seminars designed 

to further develop instructional skills 

and/or subject knowledge.  Through this 

fund, CCA has been able to expand Ad-

vanced Placement class offerings. 

Special giving funds include the ÝHd`q 
Fqnl Hd`udmÞ Bthkchmf C`lo`hfm 

and CCAàr Chsx C`lotr Ftmc.  The 

building fund will expand our current 

campus, and the City Campus Fund will 

help to support a new work on Blooming-

snmôr vdrs rhcd sn rstcdmsr vgn vntkc

normally be excluded due to tuition costs 

associated with private education. 

Thank you to all our parents, grandpar-

ents, and friends of the school who con-

tinue to honor God and bless CCA by 

your sacrificial giving!   

God has blessed Corner-

stone with many generous 

donors.  Recently, while 

thanking one personally, 

the donor made the follow-

ing statement: ñHôl itrs

taking care of what God has 

given to me.  I feel com-

pelled to give back to Him 

vg`s Gd `kqd`cx nvmr-ò

Finding a donor who recog-

nizes this principle is excit-

ing!  At the foundation of 

this premise is the belief 

that God owns everything.  

We own nothing.  This is 

for giving . . .  
òAs individuals 

and as a people, 

we have been 

blessed with 

possessions and 

resources, but 

they will one 

day fade away.ó 

 

Far Left:  1998 First 
Day picture-36 
students 
Below:  2007 First 
Day picture-440 
students 
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bnmehqldc hm Or`kl 4/901+ ñ---enq sgd

vnqkc hr lhmd+ `mc `kk sg`s hr hm hs-ò

When we embrace this fully, we come 

to understand that everything is tem-

poral.  As individuals and as a people, 


